© Owendale

In1882, asthreenew railroadsbegantolay track in Huron
County, two cousinsfrom Saginaw, John G and John S. Owen,
bought land inthe ColumbiaSwamp. Thefollowing year they
opened asawmill to harvest the

naiveoak. John G Owen
hired Quincy Thomas, a
civil engineer, tosurvey a
townsgtein1887. The
dreets, dleys and parks
were dedicated to the public
for ther perpetud use, and
theVillagewasnamed
Owendde. Thesawmiill
burnedin 1896, and the Owenda eareaturned from lumbering to
agriculture,

Regisered Site L0383, Erected 1976

© Pigeon Depot
The Pigeon Depot was congtructed in 1908 and served two
railroadlines. In 1883, thePontiac, Oxford and Port Augtin
Railroad, anorth-south line, had been extended to Ceasevilleand
adepot washuilt at Berne, onemile north of here. Around 1886,
the Saginaw, Tuscolaand Huron Railroad built tracksthrough
the Tamarack Swamp and crossed the north-south line at this
point. Thisrailroad stop became
known as Berne Junction.
Berne'spopulation dwindled as
people moved to the junction
where they established Pigeon
in1888. ThePontiec, Oxford,
and Port Austin Line became
the Pontiac Oxford and
Northern and later the Grand

Trunk Railroad. The
Saginaw, Tuscola, and Huron was absorbed by the Pere
Marquette Railroad and then the Chesgpeske and Ohio Railroad.
The Pigeon Depot presently serves asthe Pigeon Higtoricd
Society Museum.

Registered Site L1439, Erected 1989

@pPort HopeChimney

Thischimney washuiltin 1858 by John Geitz. Itisall that
remainsof thelumber mill established that year by WilliamR.
Stafford. Port Hopegrew up around themill. For ascoreof
years, thistown wasthe center of lumberinginthe Thumb. It
aso became animportant producer of sdt. In 1871 andagain

in 1881 themill, thedocks, andthe
possessions of hundreds of people
weredestroyed by fire. Thischimney
isamonument to those pioneers, who
by their courage and industry
developed this area.

Registered Site L0021,
Erected 1964

@a. Mary of Czestochowa Roman Catholic

Church

Thepolish refugees, who immigrated to Dwight Townshipinthe
1840sin order to escape Prussian domination, worshipped at S.
Michad’sCeatholic ChurchinPort Audtin. In1903, inaneffortto
retain their polish identity, they ;

established their own parish and
built . Mary of Czestochowa
Church, named for “the Queen of
Poland.” The parishionersbuilt
thewood frame structureonland
purchased from Frank and Rose
Koroleski. Father J. Trzetrzynski
wasthefirst pastor. After the church burned on May 29, 1932,
congtruction began on the present cobblestone and brick
building, whichwasdedicated onMay 28, 1933. Father Henry
Podsiad directed the building of thischurch, whichisreminis-
cent of Polish Romaneque churches.

Registered Site L0849, Erected 1989

@ S agecoaches
Stagecoaches played an important
pat in developing the Midwest.
Michigan'sfrontier “fever” pesked
inthedecadefrom 1830t0 1849
witha600 percent population
increase. Stagecoaches attempted
tofill thedemand for fast and
relatively comfortabletransporta-
tion. Early stagecoach travel was dow and rough but improved
with better built roads. Theinns and taverns on the stage routes
wereawelcomerdief inMichigan. Thisstepping stone, which
oncelead tothefamousBay Port Hotdl, isdl that remainsof the
stagecoach erain Bay Port.

Registered Sitel 0541, Erected 1978

®WhiteRock Schoal

Named after aboulder in Lake Huron thet was used asa
landmark intheIndian Treety of 1807, the
Village was settled about 1860. De-
sroyed inthe Great Fireof 1871, the
townwassoonrebuilt, includinga
schoolhouse. Thepresent buildingwas
congtructed in 1909. At that time, twenty-
five pupils attended, and the teacher was
paidforty dollarsamonth. White Rock School continuedin
operationuntil 1968. TheHuron County Higtorica Society
acquired the property in 1970 for ahigtorica museum.
Registered Site L0202, Erected 1972

@ Citizen's Bank Block

Builtin 1907 by loca contractor David Fierce, the
Citizen'sBank Block dso
housed a harness shop
andalibrary. Albert
Seeper (1862-1934), who
sarvedintheMichigan
Sate Senate and as
governor, cofoundedthe
bank with hisUndleA.W.
Maerrill, takingsole
ownershipin1900. Secgper owned severd other

banks and extensvered estate. Seeper and hiswife,
Mary Moore, set up alibrary in the space above the bank
in1908.

Registered Site S0654, Erected 1998
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@Bay Port Fishing Digrict
TheGillingham Fish Company wasestablishedin 1886;
the Bay Port Fish Company -

in1895. Atther peskinthe
1920'sand1930's, they
shippedtonsof perch,
walleye, herring, whitefish,
and carp to New York and
Chicagoinrefrigerated I
rallroad cars. Once known as

oneof thelargest fresh water commercid fishing portsin
theworld, Bay Port retainsacommercid fishery that
operatesmuch asit did inthepast. Bay Port dso offers
port fishing, weter skiing, icefishingand hunting.
Registered Site S0458, Erected 1986

@CharlesG.Learned (Garfidd Inn)

A native of New York, contractor CharlesG Learned
helped build New York City’swater-works sysem and the
ErieCand. Around 1837, Learned and hisbrother-in-law
purchased saverd thousand acres of pinelandin
Michigan's Thumb area. Two yearslater, Learned and his
wife, MariaRaymond, cameto Port Austin and bought a
house and three acres at thisSite. Learned’s cutover pine
land became a 2,000-acre - W ""-’
farm where he prospered as
anagriculturdisanddary
farmer. With profitsfromhis
lumberingandfarming
enterprises, Learned enlarged
and updated thishouseinthe
French Second Empirestyle.
Inthe 1860's Ohio Congress-
man, later president, JamesA.
Gafied, afamily friend, wasa
frequent guest here. From 1931 to 1979 the house served
asMayes|nnand Tower Hotdl. It wasliged onthe
Nationd Register of Higtoric Placesin 1984.

Registered Site L0815, Erected 1990

®Frank Murphy Museum
Frank Murphy was Asociate
Jugtice of the U.S. Supreme
Court from 1940until hisdeathin
1949. Hisealier career
included service asaJudge of
the Detroit Recorders Court and
indructor inlaw at theUniversity
of Detrait in thetwenties. Inthe
following decade he was mayor
of Detroit, U.S. Governor-
Generd inthePhilippines,
Governor of Michigan, and Attorney Generd of the
United Sates. Governor Murhpy’sstand during the 1937
St-down grikereceived nationd atention when herefused
to send troops to remove workers from the factories. As
an Asociae Judtice, Murphy wrote many of the Court's
opinionsconcerningcivil liberties. InThornhill v.Alabama
(1940), Murphy darifiedlabor’sright tostrike, holding that
peaceful picketing was amanifestation of freedom of
gpeech. Murphy diedin July 1949, and isburied a Rock
Fdls Cementary in Harbor Beech.

Registered Site S0285, Erected 1967

@G eat Fireof 1881

Smadl fireswereburning in theforests of the Thumb, tinder
dry after along, hot summer, when agae swept infrom
the southwest on Sept. 5, 1881. Fanned into aninferno, the
firesraged for three days. A million acres were devestated
inSanilacand Huron
Countiesdone. At
least 125 peopledied,
and thousands more .
were |eft desitute. The L- =
new American Red - <
Crosswon support for

victims. Thiswasthe :
first disaster reief furnished by thisgrest organization.
Registered Site S0141, Erected 1957

@Huron City

Duringthemid-1850's, thefirm of R.B. Hubbard and
Company, whichind uded Connecticut-born entreprenaurs
Langdon Hubbard, hisbrother Watson, and cousn Rallin
B., built asteam-powered sawmill on Willow Creek. The
company town they devel oped was named Huron City in
1861. A horsedrawntram carried the mill’s productsto a
nearby dock on Lake Huron for trangport to thefirm’s
lumber yardin Sandusky, Ohio. Hugeforest firesin 1871
and 1881 entirely destroyed Huron City, but eachtimethe
townwasrebuilt. Huron City’ ssurviving buildings--
including Langdon Hubbard’ sHouse, now caled Seven
Gables, the generd store, the hotdl, and the church--all date
fromtheearly 1880sLangdon Hubbard diedin 1892. In
1995 Huron City wasliged asahistoric didrictinthe
Nationd Regigter of Higtoric Places.

William Lyon Phe psmarried Langdon Hubbard' sdaughter
Annabd in1892. Until 1938 the Phe pses spent most
summers a Seven Gables. Phelps, the Lampson Professor
of EnglishLiteratureat YaeUniversty until hisretirement
in 1933, had anationd following for four decedesasan
author, acritic, and alecturer. Hedid much of hiswriting at
Seven Gablesand wasthe summer minigter at the Huron
City Church. In 1939 Phdpsturned thetown over to his
niece Carolyn Hubbard Parcells. Sheand her husband,
CharlesA. Parcdlls, S. established theWilliam Lyon Phelps
Foundationin 1946 to preserve Huron City. Thefoundation
built the brick museumin 1952, and restored the sore, the
hotdl, and the church during the 1950's. The Point Aux
BarquesLife Saving Station building wasmoved to Huron
City in 1964 to preserveit.

Registered Site L0463, Erected 1995

@ ndianMisson
Here, onJuly 1, 1845, three L utheran missionaries, Rev.
Simon Dumser, and Rev.

Johann J. F. Auchs, Rev. J.
GeorgeSinke, arrived.
The Lutheran Leader,
Rev. Friedrich Schmid,
sent them fromAnn
Arbor to evangdlizethe
Chippewalndians. Alog
chepel washuilt herelater ™
that summer. In 1849, Rev. Auch ferried lumber from
Lower Saginaw to Shebahyonk onWild Fowl Bay, seven
milesnorth of Sebewaing. A mission housewasbuilt there
and dedicated on June 27, 1849. Rev.J.F. Mder had
charge of themisson. By 1854, theIndianshad left these
parts. Themisson housewassold. A century later, it was
moved to thisste and established asamuseum. Itisnow
maintained by theMichigan Didtrict of the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod.

Registered Site L0024, Erected 1962

@ Methodist Episcopal Church

In 1868 the Reverend Manasseh Hickey and twelve
sHtlersorganized aMethodist Episcopa Churchin
Cazeville. Sarviceswereheldinaschoolhouseuntil the
present church was built. Upon its dedication on Novem-
ber 15, 1874, theGothic-inspired Sructure, withits 70-foot
high steeple, becameafocd point for the community.
Locd contractor William Ormiston built thechurch, which
contains stained-glass windows by M cFadden and Reed of
New York City. In 1907 abasement was excavated, and
iN1940, thememorid windowsw e r elnstdled

Over theyears, the Seeple,
which provided alandmark
for Saginaw Bay boaters,
was racked with gructurd
problemsandlightning,and
had to be completey re-
pared. In 1974, thespire
wasreplaced with aduplicate of the origind.
Registered Site L1725, Erected 1995




